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This current study sought to reveal the impacts of corpus-based activities on
verb-noun collocation learning in EFL classes. This study was carried out on
two groups — experimental and control groups- each of which consists of 15
students. The students were preparatory class students at School of English
Department, STKIP Muhammadiyah Enrekang. Before the treatment, a pretest
was administered to both groups. The results of the pretest demonstrated that
there was not significant difference between the control and the experimental
group. Throughout the study, the experimental group was taught speaking
through English Gossip Magazine materials taken from webzines, and the
control group was taught through a conventional method. The results
demonstrated that there is a statistically significant difference between
experimental and control group in terms of the type of treatment, which signifies
that English Gossip Magazine as a resource of learning material activities has a
significant contribute on speaking development in EFL classes.

INTRODUCTION

Communication is a process which
occurs delivering a message by one person to
another in the form of verbal and non-verbal or
verbally (directly) or indirectly (through the
media). Social interconnections are complex,
and it is impossible to be present at many
primary exchanges to absorb this kind of
information directly. Thus, many people are
eager to pick it up through an intermediary,
whether or not they have the luxury and
patience to confirm it later either directly or
indirectly. This phenomenon, of course, is called
gossip. It is an important social behavior that
nearly everyone experience, contributes to, and
presumably intuitively understand, (Foster,
2004).

Gossip is a phenomenon that occurs in
everyday life (Katerina, 2014). Dunbar (2004)
reports results from a series of studies on the
content of everyday conversations, showing that

## HowToCite##

gossip accounts for approximately 65% of
speaking time. Two-thirds of all human
conversation is gossip, because this vocal
grooming is essential to our social (Fox, 2001).
Gossip is a way of communicating rules and
establishing norms; it is informal and leads to
sharing of information and risk
(Noon&Delbridge, 1993). This informality of
communication is an important characteristic of
gossip and plays an important role, especially
when gossip occurs in the workplace, where the
formal path might be ignored, (Roberts &
O’Reilly, 1978).

Gossip as verbal evaluates
communication among no more than a few
individuals, about another who is or is not
present  (Michelson, van lterson, and
Waddington, 2010). The word ‘ gossip’ means a
conversation or reports about other people’s
private lives which might be unkind,
disapproving or not true, (Cambridge
Dictionary). Foster (2004) assert that people
need to acknowledge other people through the
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amount of information that they get about them
in order to be able to live effectively in this kind
of social situation that is considered
complicated. Gossip, then, becomes one of the
tools that people use in reinforcing the bond in
social relation.

Whatever its moral status, there is
certainly some evidence to suggest that gossip is
a deep-seated human instinct: evolutionary
psychologists have compared the evolution of
gossip in humans with the practice of 'social
grooming' among chimps where the animals
spend hours grooming each other's fur, even
when they are perfectly clean, as a form of
social bonding. This would indicate that gossip,
far from being a trivial pastime, actually
performs a vital and socially therapeutic
function (Fox, 2001).

Nycyk (2015) state that the effect of
gossip and rumour can make somebody’s
identifies and reputation labelled negatively.
Gossip can be seen as an unimportant activity
which has no benefit. However, opposing the
previous statement that highlight the negative
value of gossip, Baumeister, Zhang, and Vohs
(2004) note that gossip is not only about
negative instances of rule breaking, but it can be
about positive instances of rule strengthening.
Dunbar (2004) also argues that “gossiping
(perhaps not gossip in its malicious form) is the
core of human social relationships, indeed of
society itself. Without gossip, there would be no
society”. An interesting finding from Ellwardt,
Labianca, and Wittek (2012) reveals that both
positive and negative gossip is more likely to be
spread about colleagues within the same work
group and not the out-group.

Traditionally gossip is seen as a negative
issue, which in the context of the organization
needs to be minimized if not eliminated at all.
One of the most observable negative aspects of
gossip is the damage it can do to relationships
and to the reputations of other persons and their
stature in the workplace (Kurland & Pelled,
2000). Some organizations link gossip to
negative  outcomes such as  decreased
productivity, eroded morale, hurt feelings and
reputations, and the turnover of valued
employees (e.g., Danziger, 1988). Michelson
and Mouly (2000) similarly conclude that much
of the popular business literature tends to treat
rumour and gossip as a detrimental activity for
organizations as gossip was assumed “to waste
time, undermine productivity”.
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People might not realize that they engage
gossip in every conversation that they have.
Gossip considered as an unofficial way of daily
communication that relates to the process of
placing, interpreting, and rebuilding the
information that oppose the situation of one’s
particular social status and advantage (Meyers,
2010). Some people commonly understand
gossip as meaning the spreading of rumour and
misinformation, as (for example) through
excited discussion of scandals. Some
newspapers carry “gossip columns” which retail
the social and personal lives of celebrities or of
elite members of certain communities. The word
gossip the usually relates to the phenomenon of
celebrity and fame: “celebrities are ideal object
of gossip talk because their widely circulated
images are easily accessible ideological
symbols” (Schickel, 1986; Dyer, 1998; Turner,
2004 as cited in Meyers, 2010, p. 6). In addition
to the relation between gossip and celebrity,
Turner (2004) as cited in Meyers (2010) points
out that that idea of celebrity is different
compared to other public figures because when
people become celebrities means that they
should be ready to allow other people, even
strangers, to come into their private lives which
means in this case that the private lives of
celebrities become more interesting than the
achievement that they already get because it will
maintain the celebrities® popularity. The
phenomenon of gossip that appears in some
popular literary works such as Gossip Girl, and
Everyone Worth Knowing also indicate the
relation between famous people and gossip.

Gossiping is generally drifted of negative
chat among women. However, it sounds too
gendered bias since men also do lots of
gossiping. In general, people have a tendency to
spend hours gossiping other people’s life. Even,
in some newspaper or magazines, some TV
programs, we can find stories about the social
and private lives of famous people. As gossips
may contain true and lifelike story, some people
prefer to tell a secret of others’ personal life to
someone who they trust not to tell anyone else.
Though this activity connotes negative meaning,
it will be too immature to bear in mind that
gossips are of no value.

Pedagogical issues concerning the
contribution of Gossip English magazine in
educational context
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The place and role of Gossip English
magazine in school is quite controversial and
opinions regarding its use in educational settings
are divided, many voices claiming that it
interferes negatively with the school and leads
to unwanted behavior from students. Certainly
are also disadvantages, however, the
pedagogical advantages are obvious.

According to some authors who have
studied the field (Averianova, 2012), two
important reasons lead to banning Gossip
English Magazine in school: educational reasons
and linguistic reasons.

From the pedagogical point of view
there is more than a single perspective regarding
the contribution of the Gossip English Magazine
in the educational context. On the one hand,
there is a well-known orientation that tries to
adapt instructional approach to learning styles
and educational needs of students. In this regard,
Gossip English Magazine offers new ways of
creating and disseminating knowledge, which
can solve some of these requirements. Of no less
importance, among many positive aspects, is the
ecological tests: the online “paperless” test is an
example. On the other hand, another point of
view claims the inappropriate use of the devices
in schools. Phone calls during class are
disruptive to the classroom atmosphere, as
suggested by an experiment conducted in this
regard. Thus, disruption of teaching lecture
several times because of the ringing of a mobile
phone affects quite seriously the learning
atmosphere in the classroom and leads to a
significant decrease in academic performance of
students (End et al., 2010).

Text messaging during class tasks
involves  focusing attention away from
educational issues, or at best, leads to the
multitasking element that affects primary task
performance. Educational practice is also full of
reports of fraud by using mobile phones; also,
numerous cases of harassment (cyberbullying)
are reported, bullying, gossip and other
antisocial activities conducted by phone. From
the linguistic point of view, the problems are
related to how pupils write the text messages
(alternate language development) and to
difficulties in acquiring handwriting skills
(Averianova, 2012).

We gossip a lot. Most of the much-
vaunted human capacity for complex language
is dedicated to gossip. Perhaps the most striking
finding of recent research on human
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conversations is that about two thirds of our
conversation time is entirely devoted to social
topics: discussions of personal relationships and
experiences; who is doing what with whom;
who is 'in' and who is 'out’ and why; how to deal
with difficult social situations; the behaviour
and relationships of friends, family and
celebrities; our own problems with lovers,
family, friends, colleagues and neighbours; the
minutiae of everyday social life in a word,
gossip (Fox, 2001).

As gossiping involves at least two
interlocutors, there must be a good point of
gossiping to take to the language learning
activities. The value of gossiping may lay on
real talk as they are free forms of conversation.
Gossiping deals with rich pragmatic discussions
indicated by lots of paratactic and paralinguistic
features as it is spoken. The occurrence of
spoken language features adds rows to the plus
point of gossip materials. Rather than rumbling
around of gossiping people purposeless, it will
be useful to take gossips as one way to improve
speaking fluency in EFL learning.

We may also gossip because we are
genetically programmed to do so. According to
the psychologist Robin Dunbar (1996) (to whom
we owe most of the above findings on gossip),
gossip is part of our evolutionary hard-wiring—
perhaps even the single most important part.
Language, he argues, evolved to allow us to
gossip. Language evolved to fill the ‘grooming
gap', because it allows us to use the limited time
we have available for social interaction keeping
in touch and bonding with a wide social network
more efficiently (Fox, 2001).

Nevertheless, fluency in using spoken
English can only be attained when students
always chat in English. In many cases, it is
typical to find students who looked more
enthusiastic  to  speak in  unstructured
conversations. Sometimes they whisper and
more often they yell and jump when they find
the topic of their interest is on the talk. From
such cases, it is worthy of assuming that gossips
may be used as language learning materials; that
although gossips contain negative connotation,
the effects or perhaps the impacts on students’
language learning may turn to be positive. This
will be true if the materials are appealing, are
well-planned or well-organized and they are
more about people who are not anticipated to
perform negative behaviours.
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It is clear that many students in the
context of EFL feel challenged to use spoken
English in real situations and many EFL
teachers find it difficult to teach oral English
because they do not come into contact with
native English speakers. Malaysian ESL
learners are also reported to have similar
difficulties in English oral communication
activities (Norafini, 93-112). Gossip can serve
as a source of spoken English and may increase
the enthusiasm in speaking. Some educators
argue that this is low culture and not enough
arrange for students to make progress. However,
if we want to develop independence in speaking
and understanding, we need to engage students
and increase their interest, and most
importantly, their self-esteem. What many
magazines are offered in various forms is an
element of gossip. Gossip comes in many
guises, it can be about movie stars, music artists,
football, celebrities, historical figures - and has
been proven many times, people love gossip. It
should not have a negative connotation; it can
be driven as information sharing, as well as the
opportunity to discuss current affairs and
socially relevant topics. When it is based on the
revelations of a famous person, and not the
personal behavior of students it gives us all the
opportunity to discuss the issues in a way that is
less personal.

Enthusiasm is not merely a figure of
speech; it is a vital force that people can exploit
and use with profit. In speaking, enthusiasm is a
necessity that should be bound to develop
dynamic personality. The gquestion to ask in this
point is that what actually enthusiasm is and
how it is connected with speaking. Enthusiasm
is defined in Cambridge Advanced Learner
Dictionary (2008:CD-ROM Version) as “a
feeling of energetic interest in a particular
subject or activity and an eagerness to be
involved in it” As a feeling, enthusiasm
involves sensory to enable an organism
understands, recognizes, values or reacts to
something physically. Energetic interest is a
reaction or response of a powered stimulus in a
particular activity that results in excitement or
pleasure.

Brainy Quote (2008), enthusiasm is
defined as “an inspiration as if by a divine or
superhuman power; ecstasy; hence, a conceit of
divine possession and revelation, or of being
directly subject to some divine impulse.” This
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definition emphasizes on the power of joy that
gives people an idea for doing something.

In today’s globalize world, examples
abound, but the most commonly used perhaps
are: newspapers, TV programs, menus,
magazines, the internet, movies, songs,
brochures, comics, literature (novels, poems and
short stories), and so forth. Here, the researcher
would like to look at magazines (printed or
online) as authentic materials in a bit more
detail and then move on to a variety of sample
tasks.

Magazine in Cambridge Advanced
Learner Dictionary (2008:CD-ROM Version) is
defined as “a type of thin book with large pages
and a paper cover which contains articles and
photographs and is published every week or
month.” For a magazine that is published on the
Internet and not on paper is called a webzine.
Magazine or webzine is an excellent source for
a study text or written manuscript. Most
magazines use good syntax, relatively simple
sentences, and common expressions. In addition
to general vocabulary, magazines provide many
common  political,  scientific, economic,
entertaining or leisured and technical words.
Generally, magazines are also a good source of
colloquial expressions.

According to Lundquist (2008:24),
magazines or newspapers provide language
teachers and language learners a great choice of:
spoken vocabulary; meanings for real target
language; syntax development; learning new
expressions or gambits; fluency enhancement;
and real conversation practice.

EGM is a magazine contains articles or
news mostly about fames and celebrities in film
and music industries, sports, political pouch and
the like. The purpose of using the EGM in this
study is for spoken language practice and for
enthusiasm encouragement. For this reason, a
printed magazine or webzine text would assure a
more precise use of the language, better
spelling, and a more easily preserved printed
copy. As many students’ especially young
adolescent or pre-adult learners prefer to read
magazines and comics, and like to talk about
celebrities of their idols, EGM can be the best
choice of enhancing students’ enthusiasm in
speaking spoken English.

With the advent of the www, teachers
have at their disposal large amounts of texts,
visual stimuli, newspapers and magazines, live
radio and TV, video clips and much more. There
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are endless lists of useful materials for the
language classroom. For online magazines or
webzine, there is no point in asking students to
just go to the web and read some text or other.
There needs to be a task, preferably one in
which meaning is central and has some
connection to the real world. Treasure hunts and
other information searching activities are
probably the most useful. Asking students to
look for actual gossips around personal life of
famous celebrities from www like David
Beckham and his family, Britney Spears, Tom
Cruise, etc., will be a great experience of
students as they are involved in materials
development. Besides, the resources are not
difficult to search as most of the students are
quite familiar with internet and celebrities. Such
resources should then be adopted through a
careful evaluation and adapted according to
predetermined language learning needs in the
syllabus. For this reason, EGM will not harm
Indonesian’s norms and value system as the
gossips are valuable for learning purposes.

To be prompt, Kitao and Kitao (2003)
suggest that there are many possible sources of
materials. There is a lot of material available on
the Internet such as webzines or online news
that they can search for in their free time, and
store them for future classes. Besides, many
teachers go abroad during vacations these days,
and they can collect materials in English-
speaking countries. TV and radio are good
sources too. They provide a variety of materials.
The information is current and the language is
natural, but the content has to be chosen
carefully.  Newspapers,  English  gossip
magazines (EGM), advertisements, and other
types of printed material or online material are
very useful. Teachers can take photos; make
video tapes or record audio tapes. If they make
plans before they go overseas, they may be able
to make good video or audio programs. Even in
their home country, they can browse the World
Wide Web (www) and search for useful
materials for classes.

Recognizing the contribution of English
gossip magazine on speaking development, we
decided to implement them in a fundamental
course to solve traditional learning problems
and to make the learning process more efficient.
Our main focus was put only on speaking skill.
It is hoped that the third year students taking
this course would take part in a new learning
environment that make enthusiasm them to learn
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without limit of time and place. The findings of
this study may potentially provide insights into
unlocking how students learn a foreign
language. The information derived from the
study will be useful for the administrators in
adjusting the teaching and learning process to
attract the students’ enthusiasm. This study was
posed by the following three research questions:

1. Is there a significant difference the
students’ enthusiasm in speaking ability
after the intervention of the topic
English gossip magazine?

2. What were the students’ respond about
the contribution EGM as a learning
resource in speaking English?

3. How much did the students speak
spoken English if they were exposed to
gossip materials from EGM?

METHODOLOGY
The Participants

This study employed a quasi-
experimental and placed in the quantitative
paradigm as a collection of information is
quantitative and objective statistical analysis.
This study design is ‘comparative-time-series'
use of the control group. The use of a control
group is aimed to minimize the effect of
variable timing control. In learning a foreign
language, the length of time spent in learning
can be used as control variables that can affect
the dependent variable. For this reason, each
group was given a different treatment four times
followed by the same set of observations for
each treatment.

The participants were students of three
semesters of English Education Department
STKIP Enrekang Muhammadiyah. They are at
the age of 19. The study participants were 30
students who were selected through random
sampling and assigned into experimental and
control groups. From the selected sample, 15
students randomly assigned to the experimental
group and 15 students in the control group. Each
group consisted of random or mixed levels of
ability speaking ability. For this reason, they
have been selected through a speaking test
before the observation begins. Most students
interested in learning the language through
English Gossip Magazine (EGM), and they
complained about the time given to practice
English during regular English classes. For this
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reason, participants are selected, all students
willingly agreed to participate in this study.

Instrument and Procedure

This study uses three types of instruments
to collect data from a sample. All the
instruments have undertaken a series of tests the
validity of using the correlation coefficient and
have met the standard criteria for concurrent
validity. They are accepted as a measure used in
this study and was approved at the level of
concurrent validity.

1. Speaking Test

Speaking test is used to collect
information about students' abilities before in
English. The results are used to group students
in the experimental group and the control to get
the mix-ability groups. It is important to avoid
bias in terms of intervening variables previously
capabilities. All items have undergone item
analysis and testing to establish reliability in the
group are not selected to participate in this
study. Kuder-Richardson coefficient of internal
consistency of the instrument was 0.85 (very
strong). Therefore, it is unacceptable that the
most chosen item has good reliability and power
of discrimination. Data obtained from the
instrument analyzed and interpreted using the
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS).
The researchers used the average value of a set
of observations, standard deviation and
percentage. For this reason, the researchers set
the level of the average have a description of the
quality of their enthusiasm in learning spoken
English, as follows: (1) 00 to 1.80 =
enthusiastic, (2) 81-2.60 =  basically
enthusiastic, (3 ) 61 to 3.40 = less enthusiastic,
(4) 41-4.20 = quite enthusiastic, (5) 21-5.00 =
very enthusiastic.

2. Observation Check-List (Format of
Enthusiasm Observation Assessment)

Observation check-list for Enthusiasm
was used to collect the data about the students’
enthusiasm in speaking. It was in the form of 5-
Point Attitudinal Likert Scale of measurement (1
to 5). The item wording was in the form of
positive and negative statement with five
options from ‘always’ to ‘never’. All of the
items had already endured an item analysis and
pilot test to inaugurate reliability in a group not
selected to participate in the study. The Kuder-
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Richardson coefficient of internal consistency
for the instrument was .59 (fairly strong).
Therefore, it is acceptable that most selected
items had good reliability and discrimination
power.

Observation check-list for the enthusiasm
used to collect data about the enthusiasm of the
students in the language. It was in the form of 5-
point Likert Scale Attitudinal measurements (1
to 5). Item words in the form of positive and
negative statements with five choices of ‘always'
to 'never. All items are already experiencing
item analysis and reliability testing to formalize
the group elected not to participate in this study.
Kuder-Richardson  coefficient of internal
consistency of the instrument was 0.59 (strong
enough). Therefore, it is unacceptable that the
most chosen item has good reliability and power
of discrimination.

3. Observation Check-List (Format of
Spoken English Production)

Observation  check-list  for  spoken
English production was used to collect the data
about the number of spoken English expressions
the students produced during the observation
through the turn-taking that was taken over. The
format of observation was in the form of
frequency tabulation which was added up in
every observation. The researcher used the
descriptive statistics (frequency and mean level)
of students’ utterances of spoken English from
the observation form. For this reason, the
researcher set the norm reference to determine
the frequency level to have the description of
the utterance quantity. Based on the observation,
the highest average amount of spoken English
produced was 7.25 and the lowest was 2.50. The
range was 4.75.

RESULT

In this study, several things have been
deduced. First, the subjects seem to have
relatively low level of enthusiasm in learning
spoken English before exposing to gossip
materials taken from webzines. In the three-
series of treatment and observation, the subjects
show a significant tendency to improve their
level of enthusiasm from time to time. Second,
the subjects in the experimental group show
their enthusiasm level to be very much different
from those in the control group. They outweigh
their peers in the control group in terms of
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enthusiasm level. Third, the subjects of the
study also seem to have relatively positive
opinions on the use of gossip materials taken
from magazines as their level of enthusiasm
increases to a greater extent. Fourth, the average
mean score of the students’ spoken English
production in all series measured by the number
of turn-taking they can take over is interpreted
as having less opportunity (Less Frequent) to
produce spoken English. To have more
understanding about the findings above, the
writer discusses them using the key issues
investigated in this research.

The observation results on students’
enthusiasm in learning spoken English of the
experimental group was taken from four series
of observation. The students were given
different readings from webzines (The Ultimate
Hollywood Gossip Magazine:
http://showtalker.net) using gossip topics of the
scandals between Britney Spears, David
Beckham, Victoria Beckham and Paris Hilton
(See Appendix 5). The gossips about these
Hollywood celebrities of film and sports had
been modified for the purpose of this research to
give greater impacts to students’ curiosity and
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enthusiasm. For the purpose of the time-series
model, the researcher used the post-observation
of every series which consisted of four series.
For the control group, the researcher used
materials from Scholastic Magazines with
different serious topics (Free Talk; No Smoking;
Out of This World; Is Global Warming Serious
Problem?). In every series of learning, there was
a post-test to measure the students’ time-to-time
enthusiasm in using spoken English.

Therefore, this section is divided into
three parts, namely (1) Description and
Improvement of the Students’ Enthusiasm in
Learning Spoken English; (2) Difference of the
Mean Score of Both Groups; (3) Students’
Opinions about EGM as A Learning Resource
in Learning Spoken English; and (4) Amount of
Spoken English Exposed.

1. The Description and the Improvement of
the Students’ Enthusiasm in Learning
Spoken English

Figure 2 shows the graphic lines of the
mean score for enthusiasm in learning speaking
English for the experimental and control group.

5.00
4.00
3.00
2.00 1.601-76
- il

Time Series 1

m Control Group

4.16

2.84

® Experimental Group

Figure 1 Graphic Line of the Students’ Enthusiasm

The data in Figure 3 illustrate that in the
first observation for the control group, the mean
score is 1.60 and increases to 1.69 in the second
observation. In the third observation, the mean
score increases slightly to 1.84 and decrease to
1.66 in the last observation. Such mean scores
are classified as ‘Unenthusiastic’ in the
predetermined mean level of standard criteria of
enthusiasm in learning spoken English.

For the experimental group, the mean
scores of enthusiasm in learning spoken English
tend to increase gradually to a greater extent.
The mean score in the first observation after the
first series of treatment is 1.76 which is to some
extent similar to those in the control group.
After the second treatment, the mean score
increases to 2.28 and continue to increase in the
third observation to 3.58. In the last observation,
the mean score records a significant increase to
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4.16. Compared to the predetermined mean
level of standard criteria of enthusiasm in
learning  spoken English, the students’
enthusiasm increases from ‘Unenthusiastic’ to
‘Highly Enthusiastic’ in the last observation.
Thus, in general, the graphic lines in the
middle of the chart of the two groups after four
series of observation show a different tendency.
The graphic line for the control group tends to
level off while the graphic line for the
experimental group tends to increase. The
average increase of the mean scores of the
control group is about 3.28 percent while of the
experimental group is about 49.62 percent.
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Furthermore, table 3 shows the
summary statistics of both sample groups. The
mean score of enthusiasm in learning spoken
English for the experimental group is 4.1213
and 1.6633 for the control group. The standard
deviations of both sample groups are between -
3.00 and +3.00. It means that the mean scores
for individuals in the groups are in normal
distribution. The mean scores of both groups are
obviously different but to be able to determine
of whether the difference is significant or not,
the researcher used the t-test score for
independent sample t-test in table 1.

Table 1 Group Statistics of Enthusiasm in Learning Spoken English

Std. Error

Group N Mean Std. Deviation Mean
Mean_Scores Exp 15 41213 .04998 .01291
Cont 15 1.6633 .07862 .02030

Table 2 Independent t-test Score for Enthusiasm in Learning Spoken English

Levene's Testfor F

Equality of .
Variances Sig.
t-test for Equality t
of Means df
Sig. (2-tailed)

Mean Difference

Std. Error Difference

of the Difference

95% Confidence Interval

Mean _Scores
Equal variances | Equal variances
assumed not assumed

1.348

.255
102.186 102.186
28 23.728
.000 .000
2.45800 2.45800
.02405 .02405
Lower 2.40873 2.40832
Upper 2.50727 2.50768

Table 1 shows the independent sample
t-test score for both groups. The t-test for two
different sample groups is done in two stages.
The first stage is to examine whether the
variance of the two groups can be regarded as
identical or not. The second stage is to examine
the difference of the average score of the two
samples.

As table 2 indicates that the F score for
the equal variances assumed is 1.348 with the
probability 0.255. Since the probability is larger

than 0.05, the two variances are significantly
equal. The next stage is to examine if the two
mean scores are significantly different or not.
The mean difference of the two samples is 2.458
(4.1213 — 1.6633 = 2.458). The lower difference
in 95% confidence interval is 2.40873 and the
upper difference is 2.50727. It means that the
difference of the writing score of both samples
is between 2.40873 and 2.50727 with the
average difference is 2.458. The t-test score for
both samples is 102.186. Compared to the
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critical t-table 2.048 for « 0.05 with the degree
of freedom df = 28, the t-test score is much
larger or is not in the interval of -2.048 to

2. The Students’ Opinions about EGM as A
Learning Resource in Learning Spoken
English

Jurnal Edumaspul, 1 (2), Oktober 2017 - 9

Ismail

+2.048. Since the t-test score is larger than the
critical t-table score, both mean scores are
significantly different.

Table 3 and 4 below show the two types
of calculation results of the students’ opinion
about EGM as a learning resource in learning

spoken English.

Table 3 Descriptive Statistics of Students’ Perceptions toward the EGM as A Learning Resource in
Learning Spoken English (N=15)

Question Number Mean Standard Deviation
1 4.60 0.51
2 4.73 0.46
3 5.00 0.00
4 4,53 0.64
5 4.60 0.51
6 4.33* 0.62
7 4.73 0.46
8 4.80 0.41
9 4.40 0.63
10 4.47 0.64
Average 4.62 0.49
*The least number
Mean levels:  1.00-1.80 = strongly negative; 1.81-2.60 = basically negative; 2.61-3.40 = undecided;

3.41-4.20 = moderately positive; 4.21-5.00 = highly positive

Table 4 Percentage of Students in Five Rating Scales (N=15)

No Statement SA MoA N BA MiA
1 Englls:h gossip magazines are good sources for 60 40 0 0 0
speaking materials.
English gossip magazines made me feels able to
2 speak freely or without any pressure. 7333 26.67 0 0 0
3 English gossip magazines helped me develop my 100 0 0 0 0
self-confidence.
4 English gossip magazines were fun and addictive. 60 33.33 6.66 0 0
English gossip magazines allowed me constructs
5 lots of sentences. 60 40 0 0 0
6  English gossip magazines drove me more assertive. 40 53.33 6.66 0 0
7 English gossip magazines provide me with lots of 73.33 26.67 0 0 0
new spoken vocabulary.
English gossip magazines provide me with lots of
8 new spoken expressions. 80 20 0 0 0
9 Usmg_Engllsh gossip magazines in clgssro_om 46.67 46.67 6.66 0 0
speaking was like speaking in a real situation.
Using English gossip magazines is highly
10 recommended to be used as a learning resource in 53.33 40 6.66 0 0

learning speaking and other skills.

SA Strongly Agree; MoA Moderately Agree; N Neutral; BA Basically Agree; MiA Minimally Agree
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Table 3 indicates that the five statements
the students agree with the most were no. 3, 8,
2, 7 and 1, while statement no. 6 was agreed
with the least. The average mean score of the
students’ opinion about EGM as a learning
resource in learning spoken English was 4.62
which can be interpreted as having a high
agreement (Highly Positive) with this material.

3. The Amount of Spoken English Exposed
In order to investigate the amount of
spoken English exposed, the assessment
observation format for speaking frequency was
administered at the end of every series of

From table 4, the percentage of students
marking on each statement was shown in five
rating scales. The percentage score ranges from
0 to 100 percent. Among the statements, one of
them was rated 100 percent, namely statement
No.3 (English gossip magazines helped me
develop my self-confidence). None of the
students disagreed if this approach could
improve their reading skills achievement.

instruction. They were evaluated through the
frequency of taking-over the turn in the
speaking activities. The frequency tabulation
and the mean level were used to investigate how
much this behaviour occurred.

Table 5 Amount of Spoken English Produced through Turn-Taking (N=15)

Sample Series 1 Series 2 Series 3 Series 4 Total Mean
1 2 8 10 9 29 7.25

2 1 5 3 5 14 3.50

3 0 8 7 10 25 6.25

4 1 6 6 7 20 5.00

5 0 8 5 5 18 4.50

6 2 5 3 7 17 4.25

7 2 4 4 6 16 4.00

8 1 2 5 7 15 3.75

9 2 3 6 5 16 4.00

10 1 6 7 3 17 4.25

11 0 5 6 4 15 3.75

12 2 4 4 5 15 3.75

13 1 8 3 6 18 4.50

14 0 4 8 7 19 4,75

15 0 3 4 3 10 2.50
Sum 15 79 81 89 264 66

Mean 1.0 5.3 5.4 5.9 17.6 4.40

Table 5 above shows the amount of
spoken  English  produced through 29
conversation turn-taking in four series. In the
first series, there were 15 times of turn-taking
made and increases to 79 in the second series. In
the third series, the turn-taking increases to 81
times and continues to increase in the last series
for 89 times. The average amount of spoken
English produced in the first series was 1.0 but
then increases to 5.3 in the second series.

## HowToCite##

However, the tendency tends to level off from
the second to the fourth series of 5.3; 5.4; and
5.9.

The average mean (4.40) can be
interpreted as the students in all series having
less opportunity (Less Frequent) to frequently
produce spoken English. The highest mean (5.9)
focused on the last series, and the lowest mean
(1.0) belongs to the first series.
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DISCUSSION

1. The Improvement of the Students’
Enthusiasm in Learning Spoken English
through Gossip Materials from EGM

First of all, enthusiasm in learning
spoken English arises when learners are exposed
to closely related and meaningful situations
from their environment, such as gossip
materials. A great body of research has
demonstrated that enthusiasm in speaking is one
of the most important predictors of language
performance, and it needs to be distinguished
from other forms of enthusiasm as in some
religious faith (Webster, 2008).

As Harmer (1991) reported, language
serves as a tool for communication which
conveys our ideas through different channels
such as words, pictures, or other symbols.
Communication, a function of social interaction,
involves linguistic elements, intrapersonal
emotional display, and external interpersonal
skills. When a student’s enthusiasm is high, his
or her spoken English production may be well
released without anxiety. Therefore, the issue of
enthusiasm becomes more important in foreign
language learning and teaching.

In this study, the major purpose was to
investigate the positive impacts of gossip
materials from EGM on students’ enthusiasm in
using spoken English. The first research
guestion investigated the students’ enthusiasm
in learning spoken English through gossip topics
taken from EGM. To accomplish this, the
students were first observed and rated on the
modified instrument of Observation for
Enthusiasm in four series of time. The results
suggest that the subjects of this study seem to
increase their level of enthusiasm although at
first they have relatively low level of enthusiasm
in learning spoken English. Moreover, their
peers in the control group have relatively low
level of enthusiasm in learning spoken English
as they used different materials for the treatment
in four series of time. Evidence shows that
students who are exposed to gossip materials
taken from webzines tend to be more
enthusiastic in learning to speak spoken English
(Lundquist, 2008) and it supports the theory that
enthusiasm in language teaching context could
be attained through certain sources with certain
stimuli (Donaghy, McGee, Usher and Yates,
2003; and Webster, 2005).
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In essence, the findings of this research
suggest that enthusiasm in speaking is a crucial
factor for students to develop their confidence
and to reduce their anxiety level. Gossip
materials about celebrities taken  from
magazines or webzines are very effective to
improve the students’ enthusiasm to a greater
extent as they do not have to pay careful
attention to the content of gossips. As soon as
their enthusiasm is improved, they will share
positive values on such materials. By the same
token, they will produce more spoken English
through informal conversation in which they do
not have to be concerned with slips or
grammatical errors as spoken English is
naturally full of paratactic and paralinguistic
features.

2. The Students’ Opinions about EGM as A
Learning Resource in Learning Spoken
English

Research question two attempted to
reveal the students’ opinions about the use of
EGM as a learning resource for spoken English.
The major findings of this quasi-experimental
research suggested that students shared positive
opinions about EGM as a learning resource in
spoken English as they are more enthusiastic in
doing such activities. Therefore, the second
hypothesis is accepted. The results reveal that as
the students have successfully improved their
enthusiasm, they valued EGM positively and
disregarded the negative impact of gossips.

As a matter of fact, the students in
general are potential to have better achievement
or better attention and respects if only the
individual characteristics of the students are
taken into account and the environments can be
made to be more meaningful. The use of EGM
can be used as an alternative to empower the
students’ brain to a large extent. According to
the proponent of Brain-Based Learning, Jensen
(1996:93), human brain is designed to find
meaning. Anything can have meaning if the
thing itself is important and meaningful to
individuals.

These main principles can be set in
several components. Here, he believes that
teaching will be ‘enlightened’ if there is a kind
of collaboration between teacher’s own practice
(what teachers do in the classroom) and theory
(a kind of pedagogy theory from research). This
kind of collaboration is gained from the teaching
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principles to ‘intrinsic factor’. These cognitive
principles  envelop  automatic  learning,
meaningful learning, and the anticipation of
reward, the intrinsic motivation principle, and
strategic investment. Thus, reward is one of
human necessities and may give a big effect for
students’ success as Browns (1994) states that
rewards in teaching learning process have a high
impact on classroom instruction. It is an
extrinsic motivation beside intrinsic motivation.

3. The Amount of Spoken English Produced
through EGM Exposures

Research question three attempted to find
out how much the students spoke spoken
English when they were exposed to gossip
materials from EGM. The findings provide
evidence that the students were more and more
talkative and produced more spoken English. As
the majority of the students showed their
enthusiasm in speaking, they opportunity to
speak more spoken English was becoming
lesser. This is a normal nomenon that when they
share the turn-taking more equally, they would
have less chance to produce more utterances.
Evidence supports the theory that students
needed some kind of internal drive called
enthusiasm served as energy enhancer, goal
maintainer, curiosity gripper, interest presenter,
fire igniters, fear reducer, worry dissolver, and
apathy eliminator in learning spoken English
(Sanders and Gosenpud, 1986; Hyken, 2008;
and Poggi, 2007).

This study showed that EGM was a
significant factor in improving students’
enthusiasm in using spoken English. The impact
of this is that such intervention designed to
improve foreign language learning is strongly
recommended and it is believed that this
intervention may be enhanced by topics of
interest to make materials more meaningful to
students. Gossip materials from magazines and
webzines or other resources can be modified to
meet learning objectives such as learning to
speak spoken English. This will, in turn,
produce automatization in learning a language
and will result in the improvement of learning
either in quantity or in quality.

Brown (1994) states the principle of
automatic learning closely relates to the ability
of children in acquiring foreign language
subconsciously. Here, automatic learning sees
the ‘gradation’ system of a child in learning
language-unit by unit, piece by piece, focusing
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closely on each. The automatic learning
principle mainly focuses on the usage of
language through meaningful use in which the
lessons make a balance between formal aspects
of language and the functional purpose of
language. Automatic learning cannot be gained
in a short time but it is a process in which
patience with students is needed. Meaningful
learning correlates with the principle of
automatic learning that is the lesson does not
consist only of grammar but also highlights the
students’ interests, academic goals and career
goals. It stresses the materials in which language
associates with sounds, words, structures and
discourse elements that will be relevant and
important to the students’ daily quest of
knowledge and survival.

CONCLUSIONS

This chapter concludes the findings and
the discussion following by remarks the
researcher would like to share. Some
suggestions or recommendations are also
proposed after the concluding remarks.

A. Conclusions
Based on the findings and discussion, the
researcher concludes the following things:

1. The students’ enthusiasm in learning spoken
English improved to a greater extent
through gossip topics taken from EGM. The
mean scores improved from 1.75 to 4.12 in
four series of time and are classified as from
‘Unenthusiastic’ to ‘Highly Enthusiastic’.
The average increase of the mean scores of
the experimental group was about 49.62
percent. The two mean scores of the
experimental and control group were
significantly different. The t-test score for
both samples is 102.186. Compared to the
critical t-table 2.048 for « 0.05 with the
degree of freedom df = 28, the t-test score is
much larger or is not in the interval of -
2.048 to +2.048. Since the t-test score is
larger than the critical t-table score, both
mean scores are significantly different.

2. The students valued EGM positively as their
enthusiasm improved to a greater extent.
The five statements the students agree with
the most were No. 3, 8, 2, 7 and 1, while
statement No. 6 was agreed with the least.
The average mean score of the students’
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opinion about EGM as a learning resource
in learning spoken English was 4.62 which
can be interpreted as having a high
agreement (Highly Positive) with this
material. Besides, the students agreed that
EGM  helped them develop their
confidence). None of the students disagreed
if this approach could improve their reading
skills achievement.

3. The average amount of spoken English
produced in the first series was 1.0 but then
increases to 5.3 in the second series.
However, the tendency tends to level off
from the second to the fourth series of 5.3;
5.4; and 5.9. The average mean (4.40) can
be interpreted as the students in all series
having less opportunity (Less Frequent) to
frequently produce spoken English. The
highest mean (5.9) focused on the last
series, and the lowest mean (1.0) belongs to
the first series.

B. Suggestions

As the results of the study reveal that
EGM had been effective to improve the
students’ enthusiasm in speaking spoken
English, the researcher suggests the following
things:
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