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Abstrak  
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menganalisis pengaruh tingkat pendapatan orang tua 
dan tingkat pendidikan orang tua terhadap minat calon mahasiswa melanjutkan studi ke 
Perguruan Tinggi. Jenis penelitian dalam penelitian ini menggunakan penelitian kuantitatif. 
Populasi dalam penelitian ini adalah Siswa SMA di Kota Medan Tahun 2021. Pengambilan 
sampel dilakukan secara acak dengan menggunakan teknik snowball sampling. Jadi sampel 
dalam penelitian ini adalah 100 Siswa SMA di Kota Medan. Analisis data menggunakan 
analisis regresi linier berganda. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa tingkat pendapatan 
orang tua berpengaruh signifikan terhadap minat calon mahasiswa melanjutkan studi ke 
Perguruan Tinggi. Tingkat pendidikan orang tua berpengaruh signifikan terhadap minat calon 
mahasiswa untuk melanjutkan kuliah di Perguruan Tinggi. 
 
Kata Kunci: Parental, Income, Education, Students 
 
Abstract 
The purpose of this research is to analyze effect of parental income level and parental 
education level on the interest of prospective students to continue studying in Higher 
Education. This type of research in this study uses quantitative research. Population in this 
study are Senior High School Students in Medan City in 2021. Sample is taken randomly 
using snowball sampling technique. So sample in this study are 100 Senior High School 
Students in Medan City. Data analysis using multiple linear regression analysis. The results of 
the study show that parental income level has a significant effect on the interest of 
prospective students to continue studying in Higher Education. Parental education level has 
a significant effect on the interest of prospective students to continue studying in Higher 
Education. 
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Introduction  

The development of high quality human 

resources is pursued through the education 

sector, both formal and non-formal education, 

because education cannot be separated in terms 

of educating and producing superior quality 

human resources. Education is an experience that 

is very necessary in the era of globalization as a 

provision for a person to compete and maintain 

his life in a world with various challenges that 

must be faced. 

The purpose of forming the Indonesian 

State Government is listed in the preamble to the 

1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia in 

the 4th paragraph, namely to educate the life of 

the nation. Through education, the progress of 

the country can be measured. A country will 

grow rapidly and advance in the field of life if it 

is supported by quality education. Conversely, if 

the condition of education is chaotic and not 

good enough, it will have an impact on the 

condition of the country which is also not good. 

Education is seen as a means to improve 

the quality of a nation's human resources. A 

developed nation is a nation that cares about 

education. According to Purwanto (2010) 

education is all the efforts of adults in association 

with children to lead physical and spiritual 

development towards maturity. 

According to Law Number 20 of 2003 

Article 3, the purpose of national education is to 

develop the potential of students to become 

human beings who believe in and fear God 

Almighty, have noble character, are healthy, 

knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent 

and become good citizens democratic and 

responsible. The national function of education is 

to develop capabilities and form dignified 

national character and civilization in the context 

of educating the nation's life. 

Higher Education is the key to developing 

knowledge and quality of human resources. It is 

hoped that knowledge and quality will be able to 

seize the opportunities and participation that 

arise in world transformation and sustainable 

development in a global context that is rich in 

information and supports the economic and 

social development of society. 

According to Djaali (2012) interest is a 

high tendency towards something, whereas 

according to Slameto (2010) interest can be 

interpreted as a preference and a sense of interest 

in something or activity, without anyone asking. 

Interest in continuing Higher Education is a 

desire accompanied by efforts to achieve it. 

Continuing to Higher Education is actually 

necessary for high school students to add 

knowledge, mentality and work readiness that 

have not been fully obtained in secondary or high 

school education. Continuing to Higher 

Education can also improve a child's career 

because he already has experience in Higher 

Education or has become a scholar. A child if he 

does not continue to tertiary education 

sometimes has difficulty in achieving the career 

path he wants, because many companies or 

institutions require prospective job applicants to 

have at least a diploma III or bachelor, therefore 

continuing Higher Education is actually 

necessary for high school students. 

Pursuing Higher Education must be based 

on encouragement in a child. The impetus is in 

the form of interest. Interest can cause certain 

movements so that children can achieve a goal. 

The intended purpose is motivation as a driving 

force for children's interest in continuing Higher 

Education. Interest in a child can arise due to 

external and internal factors. External factors 

such as parents' education and parental income, 

while internal factors such as expectations of 

children after graduation want to work or 

continue Higher Education. The lack of interest 

in children is also due to external factors such as 

the lack of knowledge of parents about tertiary 

institutions, and the costs of tertiary institutions 

which are considered expensive. Taking Higher 

Education must be based on encouragement in a 

child. The impetus is in the form of interest. 

Interest can cause certain movements so that 

children can achieve a goal. The intended 

purpose is motivation as a driving force for 

children's interest in continuing Higher 

Education. Interest in a child can arise due to 

external and internal factors. External factors 

such as parents' education and parental income, 

while internal factors such as expectations of 
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children after graduation want to work or 

continue Higher Education. The lack of 

children's interest is also due to external factors 

such as the lack of knowledge of parents about 

tertiary institutions, and the costs of tertiary 

institutions which are considered expensive. 

Parents' educational background can 

influence a child's interest in continuing Higher 

Education. Parental education has an impact on 

parents' mindsets and views on education. 

According to Dalyono (2005), parental factors 

greatly influence children's success in learning. 

The level of parental education, the size of the 

income, enough or not enough attention and 

guidance from parents, whether or not the 

parents get along well, whether or not the 

relationship between parents and children is 

friendly, whether the situation is calm or not, all 

affect the success of learning. Parents with a 

Higher Education background can motivate their 

children to pursue Higher Education. Parents 

with low educational backgrounds are less able 

to motivate their children to pursue Higher 

Education. 

A child's interest in continuing Higher 

Education is also influenced by the amount of 

parental income every day, week or month. 

Parents with low incomes can influence children 

not to continue Higher Education on the grounds 

that they want to work and make ends meet and 

help parents to finance their daily needs, while 

parents with high incomes are able to influence 

children to continue Higher Education because 

education is a investment and inheritance. 

The purpose of this research is to analyze 

effect of parental income level and parental 

education level on the interest of prospective 

students to continue studying in Higher 

Education. 

 

Methods 

This type of research in this study uses 

quantitative research. Quantitative research is 

defined as part of a series of systematic 

investigations of phenomena by collecting data 

to then be measured using mathematical or 

computational statistical techniques (Octiva et 

al., 2021; Pandiangan et al., 2021; Pandia et al., 

2018). The purpose of quantitative research is to 

develop a nomothetic science, namely a science 

that seeks to make laws out of generalizations. 

The subjects studied, the data collected, and the 

data sources needed, as well as the data 

collection tools used were in accordance with 

what had been planned previously (Pandiangan 

et al., 2022; Tobing et al., 2018). 

Population is the number of inhabitants, 

both humans and other living things in a certain 

place or environment. We often interpret 

population as a group of people who occupy an 

area (Octiva et al., 2018; Pandiangan, 2018; 

Pandiangan, 2022). Population in this study are 

Senior High School Students in Medan City in 

2021. However, because the official data for 

Senior High School Students in Medan City in 

2021 is difficult to find, sample is taken 

randomly using snowball sampling technique. 

Snowball sampling technique is a sampling 

technique from data sources, which are initially 

small in number, gradually become large 

(Asyraini et al., 2022; Octiva, 2018; Pandiangan, 

2015). So sample in this study are 100 Senior 

High School in Medan City. 

Data analysis using multiple linear 

regression analysis. Multiple linear regression 

analysis is a regression model that involves more 

than one independent variable. Multiple linear 

regression analysis was carried out to find out the 

direction and how much influence the 

independent variables had on the dependent 

variable (Jibril et al., 2022; Pandiangan et al., 

2018; Pandiangan, 2022). 

 

Result And Discussion 

Income 

Economic development planning, 

requiring a variety of data in determining the 

policy strategy, so the goals of development can 

be achieved with the right. Evaluated and 

monitored should be done to the strategies and 

policies that have been taken during the past 

need. Various quantitative statistical data needed 
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to provide an overview of the situation in the past 

and present, as well as targeted objectives to be 

achieved in the future.  

Basically, economic development is a 

series of efforts and policies which intends to 

emprove people’s lives, expanding employment, 

equalize income distribution, increase the 

regional economic through the shift of economic 

activity from the primary sector to the secondary 

and tertiary sectors. In other words the direction 

of economic development is to keep people’s 

incomes rise, accompanied by a level of 

equalization as possible. 

Gross regional domestic product (GRDP) 

of Medan Municipality by industry are specified 

into 17 fields of business and most of the 

categories will be further specified into 

subcategories or subfield. The elaboration of 

subfield is based on the Indonesian standard 

industrial classification (ISIC) 2009. The 

explanation of every field of business are 

described below.  

In 2021, GRDP value at current market 

prices of wholesale and retail trade; repair of 

motor vehicle and motorcycles reached 66.29 

trillion rupiahs, while at constant prices 2010 it 

reached 41.68 trillion rupiahs. This business field 

gave the highest contribution to total GRDP of 

Medan Municipality that reached 26.02 percent 

in 2021, increased from 25.71 percent in 2020. 

While the growth rate increase from -1.82 

percent in 2020 to 3.91 percent in 2021. 

Education  

Development of education is strived to 

educate the public, for the omprovement of 

educational facilities and infrastructure is 

absolutely necessary to support the success of 

development in the field of education. In Medan 

Municipality in 2020 there are 279 raudhatul 

athfal, 961 elementary schools, 476 junior high 

schools, 250 high schools and 163 vocational 

high schools, and 72 college, with a total of 

15,743 raudhatul athfal pupils, 255,206 pupils of 

primary schools, 132,354 pupils of junior high 

school, high schools as many as 83,066 pupils 

and for vocational as many as 52,129 pupils.  

Multiple Linear Regression Analysis 

Table 1. Multiple Linear Regression Analysis 

 
Dependent: Interest 

The results of the study show that parental 

income level has a significant effect on the 

interest of prospective students to continue 

studying in Higher Education. Parental education 

level has a significant effect on the interest of 

prospective students to continue studying in 

Higher Education. 

 

Conclusion 

The results of the study show that parental 

income level has a significant effect on the 

interest of prospective students to continue 

studying in Higher Education. Parental education 

level has a significant effect on the interest of 

prospective students to continue studying in 

Higher Education. 

Based on the conclusions, some 

suggestions can be given as follows: 

1. Future researchers are expected to be able 

to find other factors that may influence the 

interest of prospective students to continue 

studying in Higher Education. 

2. Students are expected to increase their 

curiosity about continuing to Higher 

Education, because students study at 

school to develop their knowledge, 

experience, expertise or skills and abilities. 

Students should follow tutoring, because 

tutoring can add to the knowledge, 

experience, and abilities of students. 

3. Teachers are expected to be able to 

increase the interest of prospective 

students to continue studying in Higher 

Education by providing encouragement to 

students by providing knowledge about 

scholarship programs or other study 

programs related to competency skills in 

order to motivate students to continue on 

to college. 

4. Schools can increase the interest of 

prospective students to continue studying 

in Higher Education, by paying attention 

Variable Sig.  Result 

Parental Income Level 0.000 Significant 

Parental Education Level 0.000 Significant 
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to aspects that shape parental education 

and parental income during learning 

activities, such as providing knowledge 

about Higher Education and motivation to 

continue on to college tall. 
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