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Abstrak 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengidentifikasi dan mengoptimalkan strategi yang efektif dalam 

pembelajaran bahasa Indonesia, serta menghadapi tantangan yang sering muncul dalam konteks 

pendidikan bahasa di Indonesia. Metode yang digunakan adalah analisis literatur dan studi lapangan, 

yang melibatkan pengamatan langsung dan wawancara dengan guru bahasa serta siswa di beberapa 

sekolah dasar dan menengah. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa pendekatan pembelajaran yang 

mengintegrasikan teknologi dan interaksi sosial meningkatkan kemampuan berbahasa siswa secara 

signifikan. Selain itu, tantangan utama yang dihadapi termasuk keterbatasan fasilitas, kurangnya 

pelatihan guru yang efektif, dan variabilitas dialek lokal yang luas. Berdasarkan temuan ini, penelitian 

ini merekomendasikan beberapa strategi yang dapat diadopsi oleh pembuat kebijakan dan praktisi 

pendidikan untuk meningkatkan efektivitas pembelajaran bahasa Indonesia, termasuk pengembangan 

sumber daya digital yang lebih inklusif dan program pelatihan guru yang lebih komprehensif. Penelitian 

ini berkontribusi pada pemahaman yang lebih baik tentang dinamika pendidikan bahasa di Indonesia 

dan menawarkan panduan praktis untuk meningkatkan proses akuisisi bahasa. 

Kata Kunci: Akuisisi bahasa; Pembelajaran bahasa Indonesia; Strategi pembelajaran 

 
 

Abstract 

This research aims to identify and optimize effective strategies in Indonesian language learning, 

as well as to face challenges that often arise in the context of language education in Indonesia. The 

methods used were literature analysis and field studies, which involved direct observation and 

interviews with language teachers and students in several primary and secondary schools. The results 

of the study show that a learning approach that integrates technology and social interaction 

significantly improves students' language skills. In addition, the main challenges faced include limited 

facilities, lack of effective teacher training, and wide local dialect variability. Based on these findings, 

the study recommends several strategies that can be adopted by policymakers and education 

practitioners to improve the effectiveness of Indonesian language learning, including the development 

of more inclusive digital resources and more comprehensive teacher training programs. This research 

contributes to a better understanding of the dynamics of language education in Indonesia and offers 

practical guidance to improve the language acquisition process. 
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Introduction  

The mastery of Indonesian has an 

important role both as a mother tongue and as a 

second language, especially in a country with 

linguistic diversity as large as Indonesia. As the 

national language, Indonesian serves as a tool to 

unite various tribes and cultures spread across 

more than 17,000 islands in Indonesia. In this 

context, the ability to communicate in Indonesian 

allows citizens from various backgrounds to 

interact and collaborate, strengthening national 

identity and social integration (Hudriati et al., 

2023a). In addition, Indonesian is also an 

important key in access to education and 

information, as most of the government's 

educational and communication materials are 
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delivered in this language (Utomo et al., 2023); 

Utomo et al., 2023); Zulkifli et al., 2022). 

Indonesian Language is often an important 

bridge for regional language speakers to 

participate more widely in various aspects of 

national life, including economics, education, 

and politics(Weda, 2018); Putra et al., 2023; 

Oktarina et al., 2021). Fluent Indonesia language 

proficiency allows individuals from different 

regions to obtain better job opportunities, access 

a wider range of educational resources, and 

participate in discussions and public policies. 

Thus, the Indonesian language not only serves as 

a means of communication but also as a tool of 

empowerment and social equality, which 

supports human development and social progress 

throughout the country(Kazu & Kuvvetli, 2024). 

In the era of globalization, the challenges 

in learning Indonesian have become increasingly 

complex along with the strong influence of 

international languages, especially United 

Kingdom. Globalization brings along the flow of 

information and communication which is often 

dominated by the United Kingdom, thus putting 

the Indonesian language in a position that must 

compete in the international arena. This can result 

in a decrease in the interest and ability of the 

younger generation to use Indonesian effectively 

and creatively (Salim & Hanif, 2021). On the 

other hand, the need to maintain national identity 

and local cultural diversity is becoming 

increasingly important, where Indonesian plays 

an effective unifying role. Therefore, there is an 

urgent need for innovative learning strategies that 

not only maintain the relevance of the Indonesian 

language but also strengthen it as a competitive 

language in the global era. 

Furthermore, the challenges in learning 

Indonesian are also related to the adjustment of 

teaching methods that can accommodate the 

needs of the digital generation (Hudriati et al., 

2023b). Today's generation that is familiar with 

technology requires a different approach to 

learning. The use of digital media, educational 

games, and interactive platforms can be an 

effective way to increase interest and 

understanding of the Indonesian language. 

However, these challenges also include the 

availability and equitable distribution of adequate 

learning facilities throughout Indonesia, 

especially in remote areas. Effective language 

learning in the era of globalization requires 

innovations that are not only limited to content 

but also in the way of delivery, so that it can 

attract and maintain interest in learning 

Indonesian among young people (Salim & Hanif, 

2021) 

The development of research in the field of 

language acquisition has undergone a significant 

transformation over time. From behavioristic 

theories that emphasize learning through 

repetition and reinforcement, to cognitive 

approaches that focus on mental processes and 

internal mechanisms in language mastery. In 

recent decades, the role of social environment 

and interaction in language acquisition has 

received greater attention, in line with 

constructivist and sociolinguistic theories. These 

studies show that language learning is not only an 

internal process of the individual, but also greatly 

influenced by the social and cultural context in 

which the language is used. Recent research is 

also increasingly combining data from 

neuroscience to better understand how the brain 

processes and acquires new languages, opening 

up new perspectives in language teaching 

methodologies (Li, 2024). 

In addition, advances in information 

technology have had a major impact on language 

acquisition research. Digital tools and online 

learning platforms allow researchers to collect 

data extensively and in-depth, as well as conduct 

experiments with more controlled variables(Kazu 

& Kuvvetli, 2024). Big data and learning 

analytics provide insights into language learning 

patterns at scale, helping to develop teaching 

strategies that are more personalized and 

responsive to learners' needs. In addition, 

artificial intelligence and natural language 

processing are now being used to develop 

adaptive learning tools that can adjust the content 

and learning pace according to the learner's 

progress. This involvement of technology is not 

only changing the way we understand the 

language acquisition process, but also how we 

design curricula and teaching materials to support 

the process effectively(Hudriati et al., 2023a). 

Previous research in the field of language 

acquisition has provided a strong and diverse 

theoretical foundation on how languages are 

learned and mastered. For example, krashen's 

theory of second language acquisition 

emphasizes the importance of 'understandable 

input' and a stress-free learning environment as 

key factors in effective language learning. 

Another study by Vygotsky highlights the role of 

proximal and scaffolding developmental zones, 

where interaction with more proficient speakers 

can help learners develop their language skills to 

a higher level. Both of these theories have been 
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extensively tested and used in the development of 

language curricula, demonstrating that a deep 

understanding of the mental and social processes 

in language acquisition is essential for designing 

effective learning experiences (Rance-Roney, 

2010). 

Previous research has also explored the use 

of digital tools in language learning. Research by 

Warschauer and Healey in the late 1990s was one 

of the first to identify how the use of computers 

and the internet in language classes could 

facilitate broader collaboration and interaction, 

both of which were invaluable for language 

acquisition(MacDonald & Shumway, 2024). 

Further studies have expanded this by integrating 

social media, web-based games, and mobile apps 

in language learning, indicating that digital 

technology is not only increasing engagement, 

but also enabling more personalized and adaptive 

learning. These results show how the integration 

of technology in language learning can be 

directed to support and enrich human interaction, 

not replace it. 

 

  

Method 

This research is a qualitative research to 

gain a deeper understanding of effective 

strategies and challenges faced in Indonesian 

language education. For the quantitative part, this 

study uses a survey distributed to Indonesian 

teachers and students at various levels of 

education, ranging from elementary school to 

tertiary, in several different provinces in 

Indonesia. The data collected included the 

frequency of use of certain teaching strategies, 

the effectiveness of those strategies according to 

respondents' perceptions, and the obstacles they 

faced in the language learning process. This study 

applies case studies and in-depth interviews with 

a selected sample of survey respondents. Case 

studies in several schools were selected to 

analyze in detail the implementation of 

Indonesian learning strategies and the 

interactions that occur between teachers and 

students. In-depth interviews are conducted to 

gain more insight into the experiences, 

perceptions, and suggestions from teachers and 

students related to the teaching materials, 

methods, and challenges they encounter. This 

qualitative data analysis helps in understanding 

the specific context and nuances of Indonesian 

language teaching that cannot be fully revealed 

through quantitative data, providing a richer and 

deeper picture of the dynamics of language 

learning in Indonesia 

 

Result and Discussion  

Effective Indonesian Language Learning 

Strategies 

In the world of education, the development 

of effective learning strategies for Indonesian is 

very important considering its position as a 

national language that unites various ethnicities 

and cultures in Indonesia. One of the strategies 

that has been proven effective is the use of 

contextual learning methods. This method relates 

the material taught to real situations that students 

often face in daily life. This not only helps 

students understand the use of language in 

relevant contexts, but also improves language 

retention and application in a variety of 

communicative situations(Liu et al., 2024). In 

addition, the use of information technology in 

Indonesian language learning also shows 

significant results. Web-based and mobile-based 

learning apps can provide rich and interactive 

learning resources, from videos, podcasts, to 

interactive quizzes. This technology allows 

students to learn independently and at the time 

they want, providing flexibility that conventional 

learning methods cannot offer. The involvement 

of technology in learning can also motivate the 

younger generation who are already very familiar 

with gadgets and the internet (Kazu & Kuvvetli, 

2024). 

Cooperative learning strategies are also 

very effective in language learning. In this model, 

students are organized in small groups to work 

together in completing assignments or solving 

problems related to language. This approach not 

only strengthens language understanding through 

discussion and interaction, but also develops 

social and cooperative skills. Through 

cooperative learning, students can learn from 

each other and gain new perspectives, which 

enriches the learning process. 

The use of literature in Indonesian 

language teaching can also be an effective 

strategy. Through the analysis of literary works, 

such as poems, short stories, or plays, students 

can delve into deeper meanings and expand their 

vocabulary. Engagement with literary texts helps 

students develop a cultural and aesthetic 

understanding of language, while honing their 

analytical and critical skills towards language 
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use. Furthermore, constructive and continuous 

feedback from teachers is vital in the language 

learning process. Effective feedback not only 

points out mistakes, but also provides 

suggestions and motivation to improve. This 

strategy allows students to reflect on their 

learning and understand areas that need 

improvement. The application of project-based 

learning (PBL) in Indonesian language learning 

provides opportunities for students to apply 

language in real and meaningful projects(Salim 

& Hanif, 2021). With this strategy, language 

learning is not only focused on theory, but also 

on practical applications that can improve 

students' overall language proficiency. Projects 

can range from creating a journal, making a short 

film, to organizing an event that uses Indonesian 

as the primary means of communication. 

 

Challenges in Learning Indonesian Language 

Learning Indonesian faces a variety of 

unique and complex challenges, especially in 

multilingual and multicultural contexts such as 

those found in Indonesia. One of the biggest 

challenges is the diversity of dialects and 

language variants in various regions. Although 

Indonesian is the national language, many 

regions have their own local languages or dialects 

that are very different from formal Indonesian(Li, 

2024). This creates difficulties for students, 

especially for those whose mother tongue is not 

Indonesian, to adapt and integrate standard 

Indonesian norms in their daily communication. 

In addition to linguistic diversity, the lack of 

educational resources is also a significant 

obstacle to Indonesian language learning. In 

many rural or remote areas, access to quality 

textbooks, teaching materials, and trained 

Indonesian teachers can be severely limited. This 

affects the quality of language learning and 

increases the educational gap between urban and 

rural areas. The lack of technological 

infrastructure in some regions also hinders the 

use of educational technology that can enrich the 

language learning experience 

Learning approaches that are often 

dominated by traditional methods such as 

memorization and repetitive practice are also 

challenging. This method may not be effective in 

improving comprehensive language skills 

because it places less emphasis on critical and 

creative thinking skills. As a result, students may 

be able to write and read well but have difficulty 

using language interactively and spontaneously 

in real situations. Social perception of the 

Indonesian language also affects learning 

motivation. In some regions, local languages are 

considered more important and Indonesian is 

seen only as a language used for formal 

communication or in academic contexts. This 

lowers students' desire and motivation to learn 

Indonesian in depth because they may not see 

immediate relevance or benefits in their daily 

lives (Wu et al., 2024) 

The influence of globalization and the 

dominance of the United Kingdom language also 

put additional pressure on Indonesian language 

learning. In many respects, United Kingdom is 

considered the key to success in career and higher 

education, which may make Indonesian less 

prioritized by students and even by educational 

institutions. This can result in a lack of 

investment in the development of the Indonesian 

curriculum and innovative teaching. The 

challenges in Indonesian teacher training also 

cannot be ignored. Effective teachers require a 

strong understanding of linguistics, pedagogy, 

and the ability to adapt to diverse student needs 

(Michael, n.d.). However, many teachers may not 

have access to ongoing training or resources to 

further develop their teaching skills. This can 

affect the quality of learning in the classroom and 

the ability of teachers to implement more modern 

and effective teaching methods. 

 

The Influence of Technology in Language 

Learning 

The influence of technology in language 

learning has undergone significant development 

in recent decades, having a profound impact on 

the way students acquire and practice new 

languages. Technology allows access to 

countless learning resources easily and quickly. 

Online platforms and language learning apps 

leverage multimedia to enrich the learning 

experience with video, audio, and interactive 

simulations. This helps students develop their 

listening and speaking skills more effectively 

than traditional methods that often focus solely 

on written text (Zhou, 2023) 

Furthermore, artificial intelligence (AI) 

and machine learning have started a revolution in 

personalized language learning. Apps like AI 

chatbots allow students to practice language in 

conversations that feel real without the stress of 

interacting with live native speakers. This feature 

is very useful in building students' confidence in 

using a new language (Song et al., 2024). 

Additionally, AI can analyze student responses 

and provide instant feedback, which is invaluable 
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in the language learning process because it can 

instantly point out errors and provide appropriate 

corrections. Advances in augmented reality (AR) 

and virtual reality (VR) technology have also 

opened up new avenues in the simulation of the 

language environment. With VR, students can 

dive into a fully target language environment, 

from shopping at the market to interacting at 

work, all from the comfort of their classroom. 

This allows language practice in culturally and 

situationally rich contexts, which can 

simultaneously enhance linguistic and cultural 

understanding. 

On the other hand, the use of technology in 

language learning also facilitates global 

collaboration. Platforms such as online forums 

and virtual classes allow students from all over 

the world to connect, share, and learn together. 

These interactions not only improve language 

skills but also provide valuable insights into 

different cultures (Tang et al., 2024), opening up 

a global perspective that can enrich the learning 

process. However, the use of technology also 

faces challenges in language learning. Issues 

such as unequal access to advanced technology 

can hinder students from underprivileged 

backgrounds from making full use of these tools. 

In addition, relying too much on technology can 

reduce important interpersonal communication 

skills and social skills, which are best developed 

through face-to-face interaction. 

Overall, the influence of technology in 

language learning is undeniable and provides 

many benefits. Despite some drawbacks, the 

potential for improvement offered by new 

technological tools makes it an integral part of 

modern language education. Innovation 

continues, and the future of language learning 

will certainly be more influenced by 

technological advances (Song et al., 2024). 

 

Conclusion  

From the results of this study, it can be 

concluded that a learning approach that integrates 

technology and social interaction significantly 

improves students' language skills. In addition, 

the main challenges faced include limited 

facilities, lack of effective teacher training, and 

wide local dialect variability. Based on these 

findings, the study recommends several strategies 

that can be adopted by policymakers and 

education practitioners to improve the 

effectiveness of Indonesian language learning, 

including the development of more inclusive 

digital resources and more comprehensive 

teacher training programs. This research 

contributes to a better understanding of the 

dynamics of language education in Indonesia and 

offers practical guidance to improve the language 

acquisition process. 
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